
 
 

24th Annual ISIAL St. Patrick’s Day Parade Brunch 
March 13, 2022 – Mario’s Restaurant 

 
Program of Events: 

 
Opening Songs by Cahill & Murphy 

 
Introductory remarks and announcements - 

ISIAL President Jennifer Cupples, Brunch Chair Miles Gerou, ISIAL Past President Dennis Clark 
 

Recognition of Brunch Advertisers and Contributors 
 

Introduction of Co-Hosts:  
Ed Zelenak 

Judge Michael Gerou  
ISIAL President Jennifer Cupples 

 
ISIAL Scholarship Fund 50/50 Raffle 

 
Representatives from the United Irish Societies, 

The Queen of the Detroit United Irish Societies, and The Court of St. Brigid 
 

Introductions, remarks and musings by dignitaries and guests, interspersed with music by Cahill & Murphy 
 

Special guest introductions 
 

Concluding remarks and announcements 
_____________________ 

 
To join ISIAL, please visit our website at: www.irish-lawyers.org 

Membership dues are currently half-off! 
$25/Lawyer >5 years of practice; $12.50/Young Lawyer (<5 years of practice); FREE Law Students 

 
Payment can be made on our website, or by check payable to ISIAL mailed to: Jennifer Cupples, 

President, c/o Altior Law, P.C., 401 S. Old Woodward, Ste 460, Birmingham, MI 48009. 
 

We are also accepting donations to the ISIAL Educational Scholarship Fund – all proceeds go to 
support law students based on a competitive application process. 

 
Please direct any questions regarding the Society to: ISIAL President, Jennifer Cupples at the address 

above or by phone/e-mail at: (248) 594-5252; jcupples@altiorlaw.com 
 
 

http://www.irish-lawyers.org/
mailto:jcupples@altiorlaw.com


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ISIAL 
 

The unlikely genesis for the idea to begin an Irish-American bar association was a conversation that 
took place in Ireland about a softball game back in Detroit between the Italian Lawyers and the Polish Lawyers 
in May 1976, when Detroit attorney Alvin Rutledge and his wife Cathy, attorney Peter O’Rourke, his wife 
Susan, and Michael McNally from The Legal Advertiser were having lunch at the Great Southern Hotel on the 
shores of Galway Bay. 

 
“We got into a conversation about a softball game my paper sponsored,” McNally said.  “It was an 

annual game between the Advocates Club, which are the Polish lawyers, and the Italian-American lawyers.  
Someone said, either Alvin [Rutledge] or Peter [O’Rourke], ‘Why don’t the Irish have a Society?’ When we 
got back from Ireland, O’Rourke called U.S. District Court Judge Thomas Thornton.  Judge Thornton called 
Nate Goodnow of Dykema, Gossett, Goodnow, Spencer and Trigg, together with some other people.  We got 
Jerry Cavanagh.  We got Vince Brennan and it went from there,” McNally said. 

 
U.S. District Court Judge Thomas “Tiger” Thornton was the unanimous choice to serve as the ISIAL’s 

first president.  “We recognized early on that the Irish-American lawyers had to get drawing power,” said 
Rutledge.  “Judge Thornton – he was perfect.  And Nate Goodnow – you couldn’t get anybody more prestigious 
than Nate Goodnow…He was an All-American football player and a lawyer’s lawyer.” 

 
The late Mayor Jerome P. Cavanagh, who died in 1979 while serving as ISIAL’s second president, said 

it was fitting that there be an Irish-American bar association:  “The Irish have always had a great tradition in 
law – not only here in the United States, but everywhere.  To a significant degree, the common law, which was 
adopted in the U.S. developed as a result of laws concerning oppression of the Irish in their own land, and the 
subsequent recognition of the rights of people.  The Irish have been leaders in promoting these rights.” 

 
St. Clair County Circuit Judge Peter Deegan recalls that “Some of the persons who were really involved 

in our group were giants in our profession – Tiger Thornton, Nate Goodnow, Jerry Cavanagh, Vince Brennan 
and Bill Cahalan to name a few.  What those people have done for the State of Michigan is just tremendous.  
They really had an effect on our history.  I’m not talking Irish history, but the state of Michigan.  When you 
stop and think about it, I don’t think there are too many groups that could lay claim to these people. . .” 

 
 Judge Deegan noted that [Daniel] Curran and his good friend, the late Judge Vincent Brennan, “could 
account between them for something like 200 jobs they were able to get for citizens of Detroit’s Corktown.” 

 
“That’s the kind of thing that’s always meant a lot to me,” said Judge Deegan, “I wouldn’t stay in a 

group just because they were Irish.” 
 
Rutledge agreed, “With all these issues today, civility is sometimes lacking among lawyers.  Maybe 

the Irish lawyers can lend an air of that to the legal community.” 
 

From “ISIAL Marks It’s 21st Year,” June 1998 Michigan State Bar Journal by ISIAL Member Michael A. 
Gunderson, now with Trowbridge Law Firm PC, and independent writing and editing professional Mary 
Beth Dillon, based on the research of our long-time Historian, Judge Jim McCann.  This excerpt originally 
appeared in the program for the 1999 Brunch. 

 
The ISIAL History Book is available for purchase at: 
http://irish-lawyers.org/isial-history-and-past-events/ 

  

http://irish-lawyers.org/isial-history-and-past-events/


A WORD OF WELCOME FROM THE BRUNCH COMMITTEE 
 

Irish immigrants came to Detroit – some reluctant exiles fleeing famine and 
oppression; others, in search of freedom and opportunity – all armed with an 
enduring faith in God, a keen Irish wit, and a restless spirit that left them 
yearning for their beloved Emerald Isle. 

                               -UIS Statement in Connection with Celebration of Detroit’s Tri-Centennial. 
 
     Your 2022 ISIAL brunch committee extends a warm welcome to all of you who have chosen to join us this 
day. Thank you for attending. This year marks our 24th year of planning this event as a complement to the 
Detroit St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and we are looking forward to many more years of putting on the green.   
 
      Our thanks go out to our emcees: Ed Zelenak, Judge Michael Gerou, and ISIAL President Jennifer Cupples. 
Our thanks also go out to: Cahill & Murphy for their great music and our very special guests from the United 
Irish Societies.  We would like to thank our host, Mario’s Restaurant, for their hospitality and great service.   
 
      The committee would like to especially thank the advertisers and contributors for their kind generosity. 
They are featured throughout this program.  Thank you all so very much for your support.   
 
 Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
 
      Miles Gerou, Brunch Chair 
      Gary Bresnehan, Immediate Past-Brunch Chair 
      Jennifer Cupples, President 

 
 

 
 

     Please visit the ISIAL website at: www.irish-lawyers.org. You can order ISIAL merchandise, renew and 
join ISIAL, and stay updated on all of ISIAL’s upcoming events.  
 
      Please renew or join ISIAL today! Drinks are included at our meetings! 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

April – General Membership Meeting feat. Justice Megan Cavanagh 
May 14 – FOCUS:HOPE Volunteer Day 

June 23 - Annual Scholarship and Awards Dinner at Sindbads, Detroit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
ISIAL would like to thank our brunch advertisers: 

 
Brendan Dunleavy – Dunleavy Wealth Management 

Meghan Kennedy Riordan 
Irish Network Detroit  

Fortz Legal 
U.S. Legal Support 

 
And our Contributors: 

 
Robert Mullen and Miles Gerou of Liberty Property Legal, PLLC 

Joseph McGill 
The Law Offices of Sundus K. Jaber 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 



 
                                            ISIAL Brunch Memories 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Our brunch buffet menu to be served in the bar area: 
 

Corn beef and cabbage 
Irish stew 

Boiled Potatoes and Carrots  
Omelet station 
Eggs benedict  
Waffle Station 

Hash browns, sausage and bacon 
Small desserts, fresh fruit 

 
Coffee, pop and tea included 

Cash bar with Irish drinks and beer specials 
 

      
We’re marching in the Detroit St. Patrick’s Day Parade,  

and we’d like you to join us! 
 

       The ISIAL is once again walking in the Parade today. Folks attending the brunch should plan on being 
on the first shuttle over to the Parade route in order to get in position in time. If you want to drive, be aware it 
will be difficult to park near the parade route.  See Judge Mike Gerou for sashes and marching information.   
Judge Mike Gerou - text only at (734) 658-2003 (no voice mail please). 
  
      We are marching in the 5th Division, and we are to assemble on Abbott Street, at the corner of 6th 
St. at 11:30 am.  ISIAL is  behind the Detroit Yacht Club in the parade.  
 
     There are no beverages allowed in the parade, and we cannot throw things to the bystanders. 
 
     There are no reservations required to walk in the parade - the more the merrier! Wear your ISIAL sweatshirt 
if you have one.  Dress warm!! 
 
 
 
 
       Shuttle service: The shuttles will be leaving Mario’s at 11:45 am and 12:15 pm for the Gaelic League 
and parade route, and making pick-ups at 3pm, 4pm, and 5pm. All pick up rides will leave 15 minutes after 
the hour from the Gaelic League.  Please tip for good service!   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Incorporated Society of Irish American Lawyers 
www.irish-lawyers.org 

 
 
 

Dear Fellow Irish American Lawyer, 
 On behalf of ISIAL, I welcome you to take a moment to join ISIAL or renew your membership 
(if you have not already done so) for this 2021-22 membership year. Your membership is vital to 
our continued success. Please keep in mind that although our fiscal year runs from July 1st through 
June 30th, you may pay your membership dues at any time, without penalty, and enjoy the benefits 
of our “Members only” pricing for several events.  
 I thank you for your continued support of the Society, and hope to see you soon! Sláinte! 
       Jennifer Cupples, ISIAL President 

 

 

       Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:   
 

Phone:   Fax:   
 

Email:________________________________ ***Most communications related to ISIAL are done via Email*** 
 

P-Number: __________ Practice Area:  _____________ 

 I authorize ISIAL to include my name and practice area (only) in the ISIAL Directory. 

Check One: 

 Renewal of Membership New Application 
  Member with Scholarship Foundation Donation:* $50.00/HALF-OFF DUES! 
  Member Only: $25.00/HALF-OFF DUES! 
  Young Lawyer (5 years or less in practice): $12.50/HALF-OFF DUES! 
  Law Student: FREE 

**Dues are half-off until further notice! Please encourage others to renew and join! 

Signature: _____________________________ Date: _________  
 

Please mail completed Application and check to: 
Incorporated Society of Irish American Lawyers c/o 
Jennifer Cupples, President 
Altior Law, P.C. 
401 S. Old Woodward Ave, Suite 460 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

 
You may also join ISIAL or renew your membership via credit card/PayPal through our website. 

Please also join our group on Facebook: Incorporated Society of Irish American Lawyers-Michigan Chapter 

*For more information about your tax deductible contribution to the ISIAL Educational Fund, please visit our website. 

 2021-2022 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL  

http://www.irish-lawyers.org/

	Name: ________________________________________________________________________
	P-Number: __________ Practice Area:  _____________
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	Signature: _____________________________ Date: _________

